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JOSEPH SULLIVAN 


MALAYSIA, INDONESIA AND THE ASIAN IiATRIX 

ANNCRS 

OF ALL THE COUNTRIES IN SCUTHEAST ASIA, MALAYSIA AND 
INDONESIA HAVE BEEN THE LEADING EXPONENTS OF REGIONAL 
ECONOHMIC COOPERATION AND COLLECTIVE SECURITY. BUT, BY AND 
LARGE, THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES 
WILL DEPEND HEAVILY ON INTERNAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FORCES 
AT WORK Iii THESE ASIAN COUNTRIES. THIS WAS THE SUBJECT OF 
DISCUSSION LAST WEEK AT A HEETING OF AMERICAN SCIIOLARS IN 
ASIAN AFFAIRS. VOA'S JOSEPH SULLIVAI! WAS THERE AND HAS 
THE DETAILS, 
VOICE: 

THE OCCASION WAS A REGICIIAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION 
OF ASIAN STUDIES HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, ANONG THE 
ITEMS ON THE AGENDA WAS A LOOK AT THE INTERNAL ADJUSTNENTS IN 
THE COUNTRIES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA TO THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVERS 
IN INDOCHINA, 


PROFESSOR HANS INDORF, A RECENT RETURNEE FROM MALAYSIA, 


DISCUSSED RECEIIT DEVELOPIIENTS IN THAT COUNTRY. HE STRONGLY 
BELIEVES THAT INSURGENCY POSES A GREATER THREAT IN FALAYSIA 
THAN Il! ANY OTHER COUNTRY Ii! THE AREA, Ii!CLUDING BURMA AND 
THAILAND, THE IiICREASE IN DISSIDENT ACTIVITY If! iALAYSIA 
SINCE THE END OF THE INDOCHIIJESE CONFLICT, HE SAYS, HAS BEEN 
MUCH MORE PRONOUI!CED THAN ANTICIPATED BY THE MALAYSIAN 
GOVERNHENT OR THE MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN NATIONS CASEAN). 
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COMPARING THE SITUATIONS IN THAILAND Ai!D IALAYSIA, 
PROFESSOR INDORF SAYS THAT BY CONTRAST INSURGENCY IN THAILAND 
IS STILL CONCENTRATED IN REMOTE TiINORITY AREAS AND HAS HOT YET 
AFFECTED THE COUNTRY*S URBAN AREAS, ADD TO THIS, HE SAYS, THE 
FACT THAT TO THE MAJORITY OF THE FORTY MILLION THAIS -- WHO 
REMAIN STEADFASTLY OPPOSED TO ANY ALIEN IDEOLOGY -- INSURGENCY 
IS SEEN AS OF MINOR IMPORTANCE. AT THE SAME TINE, HE SAYS, 
BANGKOK HAS DEIIONSTRATED THE MEANS TO CONTAIN, IF NOT ELIMINATE, 
DISSIDENT ACTIVITY. 

PROFESSOR INDORF NOTES THAT THE ESTABLISHING OF NORMAL 
RELATIONS BETWEEN HALAYSIA AND THE SOVIET UNION AS WELL AS WITH 
CHINA HAS NOT BROUGHT AN END TO THE INSURGENCY PROBLEM. TO THE 
CONTRARY, HE SAYS, INSURGENCY HAS IN FACT INCREASED SINCE 
KUALA LUMPUR ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH PEKING IN 
1974, MALAYSIAN RAPPROCHEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION IN 1967, 
HE OBSERVES, LED TO A SPLIT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF MALAYSIA 
INTO TWO FACTIONS IN 1968, AND THEN THREE FACTIONS IN 1974, THE 
MALAYSIAN GOVERNIIENT, PROFESSOR INDORF SAYS, REFERS TO THIS 
DEVELOPHENT Ii! A NEGATIVE SENSEwoeeAS A FRAGMENTATION OF THE 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT, BUT IN HIS VIEW, IT CAN BE ARGUED THAT THE 
SPLINTERING OF THE PARTY INTO FACTIONS HAS PRODUCED A 
DIVERSIFICATION WITHIN THE MOVEMENT,..A DIVERSIFICATION OF 
COMMUNIST STRATEGY AND TACTICS.s..eWHICH IN TURN COULD MAKE 
MALAYSIAN INSURGENCY A MORE VIABLE FORCE. 

ANOTHER SPEAKER, PROFESSOR HOWARD WARSHAWSKY, DISCUSSED 
RECENT TRENDS IN INDONESIA AND THEIR RAMIFICATIONS FOR 
REGIONAL STABILITY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, PRESIDENT SUHARTO, HE 
OBSERVES, WAS FORCED BY CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN HE TOOK OFFICE TO 
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DEAL WITH INTERNAL PROBLEMS =- INFLATION, FOREIGN DEBT 
RESCHEDULING, POPULATION GROWTH, THE GENERAL COLLAPSE OF THE 
ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE == THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE UNDER THE 
"GUIDED DEMOCRACY" OF THE SUKARNO ERA, ONLY BY MAKING 
PROGRESS IN THESE AREAS, HE SAID, COULD THE "NEW ORDER" IN 
JAKARTA MAINTAIN INTERNAL STABILITY, WHICH WAS FIRST NECESSARY 
FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF INDONESIA'S INTERNATIONAL GOALS. 

PROFESSOR WARSHAWSKY SAYS SUHARTO'S "NEW ORDER" IN THE 
FOREIGN POLICY SPHERE IS DESIGNED TO ATTRACT FOREIGN CREDITS, 
PRIMARILY FOR INTERNAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. BUT, HE ADDS, 
IT CAN ALSO GIVE INDONESIA AN ADEQUATE DEFENSE CAPABILITY. 
BOTH OF THESE GOALS, HE SAYS, IF FULFILLED, CAN LEAD TO 
A LARGER INDONESIAN GOAL...eHEGEMONY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, OR AT 
LEAST RECOGNITION BY OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN STATES OF A 
INDONESIAN STATUS OF PRIMACY, 

INDONESIANS, PROFESSOR WARSHAWSKY OBSERVES, SEE THREADS 
TO THEIR SECURITY AS PRIMARILY INTERNAL, THEY ARE CONCERNED, 
HE SAYS, ABOUT THE HUGE QUANTITY OF ARMS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND 
INSURGENCY, STILL, HE SAYS, THEY BELIEVE THAT THE COMMUNIST 
INDOCHINESE STATES ARE NOT LIKELY AT THIS TIIIE TO COMMIT 
AGGRESSION AGAINST ANY OF THEIR NEIGHBORSe.:..THAT THEY NEED 
TIME FOR RECOVERY BEFORE UNDERTAKING ANY ADVENTURIST ACTS 
BEYOND THEIR BORDERS, AT THE SAME TIME, HE NOTES, JAKARTA 
HAS SUGGESTED ACCOMMODATION BETWEEN COMMUNIST AND NON= 
COMMUNIST STATES IN THE AREA AND HAS PROPOSE THAT DISCUSSION 
TOWARD THAT END TAKE PLACE IN THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN NATIONS, BUT ANY INITIATIVES, HE ADDS, HAVE BEEN LEFT 
UP TO THE INDOCHINESE. 
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PROFESSOR WARSHAWSKY DOES NOT SELIEVE THAT INDONESIA'S 
INTERVENTION IN TIMOR HAS HURT ITS IMAGE IN THE AREA. IN 
FACT, HE SAYS, IT MAY HAVE ENHANCED INDONESIAN CLAIMS TO 
REGIONAL LEADERSHIP BY DEMONSTRATING JAKARATA®S CAPACITY 
AND WILL TO DEFEND ITS PERCEIVED INTERESTS IN THE AREA. IF A 
POWER VACUUM HAS IN FACT DEVELOPED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, HE 
SAYS, INDONESIA HAS INDICATED THAT IT INTENDS TO HAVE A STRONG 
VOICE IN DECIDING HOW THAT VACUUM WILL BE FILLED. 
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